
WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
TO BE CHOSEN?

UGUMC Bible Study – May 26 to August 4



Week 1: Introduction

• How this study will work
• Beginning Week 2, watch that week’s episode before we meet.

• This study is on Season 1 of The Chosen 
• Shortcut to videos for this study: https://tinyurl.com/ugumcchosen
• Even if you’ve already watched it one or more times, it is recommended you watch 

it again to refresh your memory of the specific episode for that week.
• Each lesson will have ten questions that we’ll discuss as a group
• Bible verses for each lesson will be taken from the English Standard Version (ESV).

• For free access to the ESV, go to https://www.biblegateway.com and select English 
Standard Version in the right hand “search box”

• If you need to miss a week, let Rev. Val know and she will send you a copy of that week’s 
notes, questions, etc., so you can catch up. 

https://tinyurl.com/ugumcchosen
https://www.biblegateway.com/


Week 1: Introduction (continued)

◦ Schedule of Episodes (beginning/ending times are for YouTube playlist at 

https//tinyurl.com/ugumcchosen):

◦ June 2 – Episode 1 – You Are Called (begins at 00:13:40, ends at 1:05:21)

◦ June 9 – Episode 2 – You Rest (begins at 1:10:55, ends at 1:47:41)

◦ June 16 – Episode 3 – You Are Cherished (begins at 00:13:07, ends at 00:41:30)

◦ June 23 – Episode 4 – You Change Course (begins at 00:44:40, ends at 1:31:00)

◦ June 30 – Episode 5 – You Are a Witness (begins at 00:20:37, ends at 1:13:00)

◦ July 7 – Episode 6 – You Are Made New (begins at 1:20:50, ends at 2:10:33)

◦ July 14 – Episode 7 – You Are Established (begins at 00:14:50, ends at 00:49:55)

◦ July 21 – NO BIBLE STUDY TONIGHT

◦ July 28 – Episode 8 – You Are Carried (begins at 00:58:30, ends at 1:48:48)

◦ August 4 – You Are a Vessel of Praise (conclusion of study, no video)



Meet the Mains 

◦ Mary Magdalene

◦ “…Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out…” 
Luke 2:8 (ESV)

◦ Called Magdalene for her hometown of Magdala

◦ Tormented woman, possessed by seven demons

◦ Lilith (the alias she’s given in Episode 1, derives from ancient Middle 
Eastern term for “female demons” or “wind spirits.”

◦ Became significant team member despite cultural views that valued men 
over women

◦ Traveled with Jesus and financially supported His ministry (Luke 8:1-3)

◦ Present at His crucifixion and burial (Matt. 27:56-61)

◦ First to witness the empty tomb (John 20:1) and meet the resurrected Jesus 
(John 0:11-18; Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1-6)

◦ She got to tell the boys



Meet the Mains 
◦ Nicodemus

◦ “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews.” John 3:1 (ESV)

◦ A leading Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin (the ruling council of the 
Jews), he had influence in all areas of society

◦ Pharisees were well-respected, theologically conservative, often laypeople 
devoted to pure living and worship

◦ One of few men of influence to acknowledge Jesus came from God (John 
3:2)

◦ Pharisees: Scholars who interpreted the law and oral tradition to the 
masses, believed in the afterlife.

◦ Sadducees: Professional religious aristocracy connected to temple, 
committed to law alone, submitted to Roman rule, did not believe in 
afterlife.

◦ Essenes: separatists who lived in communes, focused on prayer, holy living, 
and the future.

◦ Zealots: political activists organized to rebel against Rome and Jewish 
leaders who cooperated with Rome.



Meet the Mains 

◦ Matthew

◦ “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax booth.” Matthew 9:9 (ESV)

◦ Also known by his Hebrew name, Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27)

◦ As a tax collector on behalf of the Roman Empire, he was considered a 
traitor to his fellow Jews.

◦ His collection booth was in Capernaum (birthplace of Jesus’ ministry)

◦ Author of the first book of the New Testament (Matt. 10:3).



Meet the Mains 

◦ Simon (a.k.a. Simon Peter)

◦ “While walking by the Sea of Galilee, [Jesus] saw two brothers, Simon (who 
is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen.” Matthew 4:18

◦ Lived in Capernaum (Mark 1:21-29)

◦ Was married (Matt. 8:14; Mark 1:30, Luke 4:38)

◦ Overly confident, would speak before thinking (Matt. 16:21-23; 26:31-35, 
69-75, Luke 9:33)

◦ Became a key leader of the Apostles (Acts 1-12) and bedrock preacher of 
the early church (Matt. 16:18)

◦ Wrote 1st and 2nd Peter

◦ Healed the sick and lame (Acts 5:15)

◦ Fearless unto death (John 21:15-19)



Old and New

◦ Old Testament was the only Bible Jesus ever used.

◦ Story of Jesus and man’s need for Him began at creation (Gen. 3:15)

◦ Twelve disciples (Jesus called them Apostles; Luke 6:12-17) echoed the twelve tribes of Israel

◦ The story of Israel matters

◦ Constantly rebelled against Him

◦ Sinned their way into slavery (Egypt) and suffering (wilderness) and exile (Babylon)

◦ Repeatedly forgiven and restored, set apart and protected, provided for and loved, daily 
led on earth and assured of spending eternity with Him in heaven.

◦ Chosen



Old and New

From Episode 4:

Simon Peter:  “And I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the heavens …” 

And then what, huh? Make the chosen as many as the stars, only to let Egypt enslave us for 

generations? Bring us out of Egypt, part the Red Sea, only to let us wander in the desert for 

forty years? Give us the land only to exile us to Babylon? Bring us back only to be crushed by 

Rome? This is the God I’ve served faithfully my whole life?! You’re the God I’m supposed to 

thank? If I didn’t know any better, I’d say You enjoy yanking us around like goats and can’t 

decide whether we’re chosen or not. Which is it, huh?!



Discussion #1

1. How familiar are you with the Bible and its two major divisions: The Old Testament and the 

New Testament? 

1. What if anything do you expect of them?

2. What do you know about the connections between the Old and New Testaments? 

1. How does Jesus factor into those connections?

3. How much of the Bible have you actually read? 

1. What part(s) are you most attracted to and why?

2. What part(s) do you avoid and why?

4. What comes to mind when you hear the words “chosen by God”?

1. Do you find the notion comforting? Confusing? Merciful? Unfair? Lifegiving? All of those and then 
some?



Old Testament Context

◦ Mankind’s propensity 

to choose sin over 

God’s purpose and 

plan has remained 

firmly in place since 

the Garden of Eden … 

a “Sin Cycle.”

God’s Plan

We deviate 
(sin)

We need 
rescue

We repent

We’re 
forgiven

We sin 
(again)



Israelites’ Sin Cycle

◦ God rescued their ancestors from Pharoah

◦ Led them through the wilderness (Ex. 13:21 … which meant he was their map)

◦ Fed them (manna from heaven; water from rocks; Ex 16:4-5; Num. 20:7-8)

◦ Conquered armies that stood in their way

◦ Established them in the promised land (Josh. 1-24)

◦ They continually grumbled, complained and disobeyed God

◦ They made demands and changed God’s plans causing everything to get progressively 

worse.

◦ God called Isaiah



Isaiah

◦ Son of Amoz who may have been the brother of Amaziah, king of Judah (ca. 798-769 BC, Isa 1:1)

◦ Prophet for the southern Israelite kingdom of Judah (Israel split into two kingdoms in 930 BC)

◦ Prophesied during the reigns of four kings: Uzziah (ca. 792-740 BC), Jotham (ca. 750-731 BC, Isa. 7:1), Ahaz (ca. 
735-715 BC), and Hezekiah (ca. 715-686 BC)

◦ Was married and a father (Isa. 7:3; 8:3; 18).

◦ Appears that he lived in Jerusalem (Isa. 7:3)

◦ Wrote some records that are not part of Scripture (2 Chron. 26:22)

◦ Died a horrific death and the order of Manasseh, King of Judah.

◦ Book of Isaiah is actually a collection of his sermons and visions from 740-680 BC

◦ Spent better part of his life warning people to turn back to God

◦ Prophesied of the coming of “the One through whom Jews and Gentiles alike would be reconciled to God and 
be made faithful



Discussion #2

1. In what ways is your pattern of behavior like that of the Old Testament nation of Israel?

2. Isaiah was tasked by God to be a mouthpiece of truth at a time when the people didn’t 

really want to hear it. In what ways are you like Isaiah?

1. In what ways are you not?

3. What thoughts and feelings does the phrase “God’s plan” evoke in you?



Jesus Is

◦ Isaiah prophecies in these chapters are condemnation of Israel and about the consequences they would face 

(Isaiah 1-39)

◦ Isaiah’s prophecies change direction, speaks words of comfort, God’s love and forgiveness of Israel, foretells 

coming of John the Baptist (Isaiah 40:1-5)

◦ John the Baptist foretells the coming of Jesus (Matt. 3)

Enter Jesus …

◦ Hope spoken of in Old Testament, revealed in New Testament

◦ Whole point of whole of Scripture

◦ Salvation of mankind

◦ Source of our true identity, purpose and hope.



Discussion #3

1. What do you think of Jesus?

1. Was He a good man?

2. A teacher of nice and pleasant things?

3. Or something more?

4. What is your opinion of Jesus based on?

2. Make a list of what the Bible says about 

Jesus in Hebrews 1:1-3

3. To what degree are you prepared to have 

your view of Jesus challenged?

1. Are you willing to adjust your view of (or your 
response to) Him as a result?

Hebrews 1:1-3

Long ago, at many times and in

many ways, God spoke to our fathers by

the prophets, but in these last days he has

spoken to us by his Son, whom he

appointed the heir of all things, through

whom also he created the world. He is the

radiance of the glory of God and the exact

imprint of his nature, and he upholds the

universe by the word of his power.



This Week’s Prayer Focus: Thank God

◦ Thank God for His intimate involvement in the lives of the people we read about in Scripture, 

and that he desires to be intimately involved in your life as well

◦ Thank Him for choosing to communicate with you through the Bible

◦ Thank Him for sending His Son, Jesus

◦ Ask Him for His help both to understand His Scripture and to know Jesus more.



Further Study (Optional)

◦ In Luke 2:22-35, Mary and joseph brought the infant Jesus to the Jerusalem temple. There they met a man named 

Simeon who spoke a word of praise over Jesus (2:29-32) using words from Isaiah 49:6, which means God declared 

things through prophets like Isaiah before they happened so we wouldn’t miss them when they happened. (Read Isaiah 

42:6-9)

◦ Luke 4:16-21 recounts one of Jesus’s earliest sermons when He selected Isaiah 61:1-2 as His main text – a passage in 

which Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah. After reading, Jesus sat down and declared to the room full of 

people, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” In other words, “The long-foretold Messiah you’ve been 

preaching about in your synagogues for centuries? I’m Him.” Needles to say, hearing a man they’d grown up with claim 

to be the Savior of the world didn’t go over too well (Luke 4:22-30).

◦ Luke 7:18-23 describes a time when John the Baptist sent messengers to Jesus because he was experiencing doubt 

that Jesus was actually the Messiah. Instead of answering with a simple, “Tell John I AM indeed the Messiah,” Jesus said, 

“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and 

the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.” Jesus’s actions proved His identity –

actions that had been described in Isaiah 29:18; 35:5-6; and 61:1, just to name a few. Jesus asked John to draw the 

proper conclusion about His identity based on the physical evidence of fulfilled scripture.



Next Week

◦ Use the playlist on YouTube to watch the Episode 1 before we meet.  

◦ Playlist link: https://tinyurl.com/ugumcchosen

◦ Episode 1 starts at 13:20 and ends at 1:05:21

◦ Think about what we’ve learned today as you watch.

◦ Do you have questions? Contact Rev. Val or bring them to Thomas Talks 

https://tinyurl.com/thomastalks or to Java with Abba 

https://tinyurl.comjavawithabba

See you next Wednesday!

https://tinyurl.com/ugumcchosen
https://tinyurl.com/thomastalks
https://tinyurl.comjavawithabba/

