
WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
TO BE CHOSEN?

UGUMC Bible Study – May 26 to August 4



Week 2: You 
Are Called

“But now thus says the Lord, he who created
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:

‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name, you are mine.’”

Isaiah 43:1



Psalm 
139:13-18

For you formed my inward parts; you knitted 
me together in my mother's womb. I praise 
you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it 
very well.

My frame was not hidden from you, when I 
was being made in secret, intricately woven 
in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my 
unformed substance; in your book were 
written, every one of them, the days that 
were formed for me, when as yet there was 
none of them.

How precious to me are your thoughts, O 
God! How vast is the sum of them! If I would 
count them, they are more than the sand. I 
awake, and I am still with you.



Discussion 
#1

1. What do you fear, and why?

1. How does Psalm 139:13-18 speak
to your fear?



Old 
Testament 

Context

◦ The prophet Isaiah experienced fear, too 

◦ Isaiah 6:1-5

◦ Going about his normal business

◦ Suddenly in the presence of the King of the 
Universe

◦ Acutely aware of his own moral failings, 
feels despairingly unworthy

◦ God acknowledges Isaiah’s sincerely 
repentant heart

◦ God forgives Isaiah

◦ Isaiah’s response to God is “Here I am, 
send me” or “yes”.

◦ Not called because he was worthy

◦ Warned his message would fall on deaf 
ears

◦ Unworthy messenger sent to unworthy 
people



Isaiah 6:1-6

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled 
the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six 
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew. 

And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of his glory!”

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice 
of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 
And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts!”

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a 
burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 
And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin 
atoned for.”



Discussion 
#2

1. Reread Isaiah 6:3 (in bold) and jot down the 

meanings of “holy,” “Lord,” and “glory.” 

1. What do these words say about the One 
who calls us to Himself?

2. How do those words impact the way you 

view God?

1. How does being in relationship with the 
One whom those words describe impact 
the things you fear?

3. Israel continued to rebel against  God even 

as He continued calling them into 

relationship. What does that suggest about 

His character?



Worthy, Not 
Worthy

◦ Two sides of same bad-theology coin

◦ Heads – prideful, see themselves as already 
worthy of God’s love and approval

◦ Tails – insecure – struggle to believe God’s 
love is big enough to wipe out their history of 
wrong-doing

◦ Mary Magdalene – Called in spite of who she 
was and for the sake of who He created her to 
be

◦ Nicodemus – Confident in his spiritual status, his 
position and pride made him slow to see his 
own need for reconciliation with God

◦ Matthew – too busy living for self to care about 
his own worthiness

◦ Simon Peter – wore his messy heart on his 
sleeve; sometimes prideful, sometimes 
insecure, felt he had to earn his own worth



Romans
3:9-12

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, 
not at all. For we have already charged that all, 
both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is 
written:

“None is righteous, no, not one;
no one understands;
no one seeks for God.

All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless;
no one does good, not even one.”



Discussion 
#3

1. Which of the four flawed-but-still-called 

characters in The Chosen do you identify 

with most?

1. Do you feel worthy of being called by Jesus?

2. Why or why not?

2. What would you say to someone who feels

unworthy of Jesus’s love and call to follow

Him (like Mary Magdalene)?

1. What would you say to someone who is 
confident in their own goodness or self-
sufficiency (like Nicodemus)?

3. Read Romans 3:10-12 (in bold). Regardless

of how we view our own performance 

record, how does the Bible say we all 

compare to a holy God.



Jesus Is Our 
Rescuer

◦ God made the world and He loves what He 
made.

◦ Separated through sin

◦ God made a way

◦ Forgiveness through belief in Jesus

◦ Being chosen requires trusting God

◦ God redeems

◦ God heals

◦ Made for more

◦ He has called you by name



Isaiah
43:1

“But now thus says the Lord, he
who created you, O Jacob, he
who formed you, O Israel:

‘Fear not, for I have redeemed
you; I have called you by
name, you are mine.’”



Ephesians 
2:8-10

For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift
of God, not a result of works, so
that no one may boast. For we
are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.



Discussion 
#3

1. What do you need to be rescued from?

1. A difficult personal history and pain? Mary lost her
family, her dignity, and her self-control; Matthew was
shunned by his family and by everyone else.

2. Financial hardship? Simon and Andrew felt the weight
of Roman taxation and the struggle to provide

3. A worldview that says we must save ourselves? Many 
Pharisees were legalistic, constantly trying to impress 
God and one another; Simon often took matters into his 
own hands, relying on his own ability, wisdom, and 
strength.

4. Darkness, addiction, or some other sin cycle? Demons 
plagued Mary, causing her to feel hopeless and 
chained to a sinful life; Matthew was ruled by his love of 
money and desire for security.

2. How might Isaiah 43:1 challenge you to think 
differently about your situation?

1. And what might be calling you to do differently?

3. What does Ephesians 2:8-10 say about God’s recue 
of people through Jesus?



This Week’s 
Prayer Focus

• Thank God for knowing you and for 
wanting to be in relationship with 
you.

• Confess your unworthiness to be 
called at all. If need be, confess any 
pride or ego-motivated attempts to 
become worthy of His love through 
your own effort.

• Praise God for calling you to Himself 
in spite of all the ways you get it 
wrong, and for sending Jesus to 
rescue you and to secure your 
calling.



Further 
Study 

(Optional)

◦ Read the warning about not obeying God’s law in 
Deuteronomy 27:26 (OT), and then read where the 
apostle Paul quoted Deuteronomy but also provided 
hope in Galatians 3:10-13 (NT). Although we’re 
cursed by an inability to obey God’s laws perfectly, 
perfect atonement and rescue have been provided 
through Jesus. Take particular notice of verse 13:  
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us.

◦ Notice too that in Galatians 3:14, Paul referenced 
God’s promised blessings to the Israelite 
descendants of Abraham and the plan to expand 
those blessings to the whole world. Check out the 
promise in Genesis 12:1-3 to see, once again, that the 
rescue plan God initiated in the Old Testament was 
completed through Jesus in the New Testament.

◦ Titus 3:4-7 addresses God’s unmerited rescue of 
believers. Take special notice of the changes that 
following Jesus brings to our lives.



Next Week

◦ Use the playlist on YouTube to watch the 

Episode 2 before we meet.  

◦ Playlist link: 
https://tinyurl.com/ugumcchosen

◦ Episode 2 starts at 1:10:55 and ends at 
1:47:41

◦ Think about what we’ve learned today as you 

watch.

◦ Do you have questions? Contact Rev. Val or 

bring them to Thomas Talks 

https://tinyurl.com/thomastalks or to Java 

with Abba https://tinyurl.comjavawithabba

See you next Wednesday!

https://tinyurl.com/ugumcchosen
https://tinyurl.com/thomastalks
https://tinyurl.comjavawithabba/

