
THE DIFFICULT WORDS OF JESUS 
A  BE GINN ER ’S  GUID E  TO  HI S  MO S T P ER P LE XIN G TE A CH IN GS  

Session 4 Questions 

Matthew 10:5b-6, Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Matthew 10:5b-6 

1. AJ points out Matthew’s Gospel “is fully salted with Gentiles,” and “we have no good evidence 

of Jesus’s followers rejecting the idea of the Gentile mission” in the rest of the New Testament. 

Why might Jesus have given his twelve disciples this restriction? 

 

2. AJ finds some “anti-Jewish in effect if not in intent” interpretations of the exclusivity logion, 

namely the idea that it justifies condemning Jews who do not follow Jesus: “I agave you your 

chance, you had it, you rejected me, and now you are doomed.”  AJ calls such an explanation 

“un-Christian.” Do you agree? Why or why not? 

 

3. AJ notes the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” to whom Jesus sends his disciples can be 

understood as either “all of Israel in a lost condition” (supported by such Scriptures as Isaiah 

53:6) or “Jewish people, misled by their leaders … [a] population that needs not only guidance 

but role models” (supported by such Scriptures as Jeremiah 50:6 and Matthew 9:36). Did you 

ever think of yourself as a lost sheep? Did someone lose you, or did you go astray? 

 

Matthew 15:21-28 

4. Why do you think Jesus does not immediately heal this woman’s daughter as she begs him to? 

How do you feel toward Jesus throughout most of this story? 

 

5. Matthew identifies the woman as a Canaanite – as AJ explains it, “part of the earlier population 

of the land of Israel … generally regarded by the Bible as idolaters.” What difference, if any, do 

you think this detail made to Jesus? To Matthew’s original, increasingly non-Jewish audience? 

Do you find yourself identifying with this woman? 

 

6. AJ notes this story contains “the first time we hear a woman’s direct speech in Matthew’s 

Gospel,” and that her speech “sounds like the beginning of a lament Psalm” such as Psalm 6. 

Read Psalm 6. How doe the woman’s pleading with Jesus echo this psalm? What significance, if 

any, do you see in the fact that this woman is the first woman we directly hear in Matthew? 

 

7. AJ explains the Greek word the disciples use could mean Jesus should send the woman away or 

it could mean he should exorcise the demon from the woman’s daughter: “Whether we read the 



disciples as heartless or compassionate is our choice.” Which choice do you make, and why? 

 

8. What is the “food” Jesus is talking about in verse 26? What other biblical comments about food 

does his comment make you think of? How do all these Scriptures influence your reaction to 

Jesus’s comment here? 

 

9. AJ says some commentators (she is not among them) say Jesus is teasing the woman and testing 

her faith before granting the miracle she seeks. How plausible or convincing do these 

explanations of Jesus’s response to the woman seem to you? 

 

10. AJ suggests the woman’s final response to Jesus models his instructions in the Sermon on the 

Mount. “When insulted … do not repay violence with violence, but do not yield your ground, 

either.” The Book of Leviticus insists, in the verse right before “Love your neighbor as yourself,” 

that, “You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or 

you will incur guilt yourself” (Leviticus 19:17). Loving our neighbors means correcting our 

neighbors when they – whether from bigotry or ignorance or a misguided view that an insulting 

comment is funny – malign those of other religions or ethnicities. We are not to call out or 

cancel, but to call in, with kindness but also firmness. When, if ever, have you had to show this 

kind of tenacity in the face of indifference or injustice in order to make your voice heard? When 

have you seen others do so? What happened? 

 

11. Does the Canaanite woman teach us something about the nature of faith? If so, what? If not, 

what about the woman’s faith does Jesus ultimately recognize and praise? Why didn’t he do so 

sooner? 


