
FOR THE COMMON GOOD 
D I SC O V ER I NG  A N D U S I NG  Y O UR  S P I R I T UA L  G I F T S  

Session 1 Questions, Links, & “Pre-meeting Homework” 
Chapters 1 & 2 

SESSION 1A – CHAPTER 1 
1. Before reading the text, how would you assess your knowledge of spiritual gifts?  

 

2. Why do we need clarity about gifts? 

 

3. Watch “Dodgeball: A Spiritual Gift” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiddOorCzfE (less than 2 

minutes long) 

 

4. On your own before we meet, pick one of the following groups of scriptures to read. After you’ve 

read them draw a representation of the aspect(s) of God the Giver that you discovered. 

 

Group 1     Group 2 

Romans 4:17     James 1:5 
1 Timothy 6:13     Ecclesiastes 2:26 
Job 33:4     Proverbs 2:6 
John 6:33     Ephesians 1:17 
Isaiah 42:5    Jeremiah 24:7 
Psalm 146:7    Isaiah 14:3 
Numbers 21:16     Isaiah 61:3 

Group 3     Group 4 

Jeremiah 5:24     Numbers 6:26 
Zechariah 10:1     Jeremiah 29:11 
Proverbs 29:13     Psalm 84:11 
Exodus 13:21     Proverbs 3:27-28 
Jeremiah 31:35     Psalm 68:35 
Revelation 22:5    Psalm 29:11 
1 Timothy 6:17     1 Corinthians 15:57 

Discussion questions (limited, of course, to whichever group(s) you may have read): 

5. When we consider the whole of these scriptures, what have we learned? 

 

6. What aspects of God’s giving do we not think about very much? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiddOorCzfE


7. How do we regain our gratitude for all these gifts and honor the Giver? 

 

SESSION 1B – CHAPTER 2 
 

8. On your own before we meet, read: 

Wisdom: 1 Corinthians 1:18–2:16 

Marriage: 1 Corinthians 7:1-7:40 

Idols: 1 Corinthians 8 and 10:1-22 

Head coverings and the Lord’s Supper: 1 Corinthians 11 

 

Discuss the problematic behaviors that were recounted and Paul’s response to them. 

 

9. On your own before we meet, watch “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ph-t8P2r (less than 3 minutes long) 

 

Discussion questions: 

 

10. How does this hymn capture our understanding of the word spiritual? 

 

11. What “spiritual things” might we be ignorant of in today’s church?  

 

12. How did that happen?  

 

13. What would be necessary to correct our ignorance? 

 

In verse 2, Paul refers to the people who were led astray and worshiped idols. Discuss the following 

questions: 

 

14. Why do you think this needed mentioning in the letter? 

 

15. What kind of idols do you think lead people astray today? 

 

16. Does this put us in the same category of those whom Paul referred to as spiritually immature? Why 

or why not? 

 

17. What should be done to correct this situation? 

 

Read this story from Aesop: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ph-t8P2r


One day, several body parts had gathered and were discussing how each contributed to the whole 

body. The various parts knew how each contributed but began asking why the stomach got all the 

food but didn’t appear to be doing anything to earn it. They decided to go on strike. They stopped 

doing all the things they were supposed to do and that included procuring food for consumption. As 

one would guess, when food stopped going into the stomach the rest of the body parts became very 

weak and unable to function. They realized that unseen body parts were necessary because they 

carried on activities that benefited all the rest. 

Questions for discussion: 

18.  How does this metaphor play out today?  

 

19. What are some of those unseen elements we depend upon without realizing it? 

 

20. On your own before we meet, create a “Fable of Connection.” Using the “belly fable” as an example, 

write a fable depicting how separate elements in the modern world are connected and 

interdependent. Be sure to include a moral. Be ready to share it with the group. 

 


