
FOR THE COMMON GOOD 
D I SC O V ER I NG  A N D U S I NG  Y O UR  S P I R I T UA L  G I F T S  

Session 3 Questions, Links, & “Pre-meeting Homework” 
Chapters 4 & 5 

SESSION 3A – CHAPTER 4 
1. Before we meet, read Ephesians 4:1-16 and listen to the hymn, “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult” 

(UMH, no. 398) (on YouTube: https://youtu.be/A6tRMmn8Xvo ) 

 

2. Discussion: Be prepared to share short stories about people they know who express their 

servanthood through any of the means described in the text on pages 63–69 (book; possibly 41-44 

on Kindle). 

 

3. Personal assessment:  THE CALL TO MINISTRY OF ALL THE BAPTIZED 

 

How do you understand your call in these areas of your life? Are you satisfied with it? Do you think 

God is satisfied with it? If not, what do you feel God calling you to do in each arena? 

 

ARENA 1: PERSONAL 

Self-care 

Family Life 

 

ARENA 2: PLACES 

Work 

School 

Social 

 

Where are your personal mission fields?  

 

ARENA 3: BEYOND YOUR DOORS (Are there social issues or situations that cause your heart to hurt 

or cause you to say, “I wish I could do something about this”?) 

Citizenship 

Stewardship of Resources 

Corporate Life 

Attitudes 

 

https://youtu.be/A6tRMmn8Xvo


4. What did you discover your call to be in these areas of life? 

 

5. Are you satisfied with it? Why or why not? 

 

6. What do you feel God calling you to do in each arena? 

 

7. What did you learn from this activity about God’s call in your life? 

 

8. Read this story about Nehemiah 2:11-16 and be prepared to discuss the action words in each line -  

Nehemiah’s Inspection of the Walls 

So I came to Jerusalem and was there for three days. Then I got up during the night, I and a few men 

with me; I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. The only animal I 

took was the animal I rode. I went out by night by the Valley Gate past the Dragon’s Spring and to 

the Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that had been broken down and its gates that 

had been destroyed by fire. Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool; but there 

was no place for the animal I was riding to continue. So I went up by way of the valley by night and 

inspected the wall. Then I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned. The officials 

did not know where I had gone or what I was doing; I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the 

nobles, the officials, and the rest that were to do the work. 

9. Read the following scriptures:  

Noah–Genesis 6:11–7:5 

Abram–Genesis 12:1-9 

Moses–Exodus 3:1-12 

 

10. Regarding each of the characters in the scriptures above, What was the relationship of this individual 

to God? 

 

11. What did God want this person to do and why? 

 

12. How did the individual respond? What abilities and skills were needed? 

 

13. What do you know about the rest of the story that tells you more about the abilities and skills God 

asked this person to exercise? 

 

14. What does this mean for us? 

 

15. Watch “God Made Me Fast” from Chariots of Fire - https://youtu.be/ile5PD34SS0 (about 1 minute). 

 

https://youtu.be/ile5PD34SS0


16. What did you hear about skills in this short clip? 

 

17. What did Eric’s skills enable him to do? 

 

18. How would you characterize his sister’s concerns? 

 

19. What do you think it was like for Eric to “feel God’s pleasure”? 

 

SESSION 3B – CHAPTER 5 
 

20. Personal Assessment (complete before meeting):  

 

ABILITIES AND SKILLS 

Instructions: Read through the lists. Circle all the skills you believe you have. Keep in mind you do not 

have to be an expert in order to possess the skill. Then, after reading each list, make note of at least 

three times and situations in which you have used each skill you circled. Describe how you used 

those skills. Use the back of the page if you need more space. Be prepared to share. 

Physical/interpersonal abilities and skills—add, adjust, advise, align, allocate, apply, appraise, 

arrange, assemble, balance, bind, blend, build, calculate, calibrate, change, choose, clean, collate, 

collect, combine, connect, coordinate, construct, control, correct, counsel, count, create, crush, cut, 

decant, defend, demonstrate, diagram, dilute, discard, dismantle, dispense, dispose, dissect, drain, 

draw, dry, employ, erect, estimate, evacuate, examine, execute, expel, facilitate, fasten, fill, filter, fix, 

frame, freeze, gather, grade, grasp, grind, group, guide, handle, heat, identify, illustrate, incubate, 

inject, input, insert, inspect, install, invert, investigate, isolate, justify, label, lay out, locate, localize, 

maintain, make, manage, maneuver, manipulate, mark, measure, mediate, mix, moisten, mount, 

negotiate, note, observe, obtain, open, operate, overhaul, pack, perform, persuade, place, plate, 

plot, position, pour, prepare, press, process, produce, program, pull, puncture, push, read, record, 

release, remove, repair, replace, retest, rinse, roll, rotate, save, scan, score, screen, seal, select, 

separate, set, sever, shake, sharpen, ship, siphon, sketch, sort, spin, spread, squeeze, stain, 

standardize, start, stick, stir, stop, store, suspend, take, test, text, thaw, thread, tilt, time, tip, trim, 

touch, transfer, troubleshoot, turn, type, use, utilize, view, warm, wash, watch, weigh, withdraw, 

wipe, wrap. 

Knowledge/mental abilities and skills—advocate, analyze, appraise, approve, arrange, assess, 

associate, audit, brief, budget, calculate, choose, cite, clarify, classify, commit, conclude, confirm, 

consider, convert, criticize, critique, define, decide, depict, describe, design, develop, diagnose, 

differentiate, discriminate, distinguish, endorse, envision, evaluate, examine, explain, forecast, 

formulate, identify, infer, inform, instruct, integrate, interpret, interview, investigate, itemize, judge, 



justify, label, list, match, name, organize, outline, plan, prescribe, prioritize, prove, question, rank, 

rate, reason, recall, recite, recognize, recommend, recall, recognize, record, recount, reorder, repeat, 

report, research, resolve, revise, rule on, select, solve, state, support, synthesize, tell, transmit, 

translate, validate, verbalize, verify, write. 

21. The kind of dream we will now focus on is not the kind mentioned so frequently in the Bible. These 

dreams are not the ones that come while sleeping. Perhaps a better word would be hope or 

aspiration. This is the kind of thing that you could see yourself spending the rest of your life doing. 

We are looking to claim the one thing that sparks motivation, commitment, and passion within us. It 

is the thing we would gladly pay someone else to let us do. Be prepared to share the story of 

someone whom they believe is living the life of their greatest dreams. 

 

22. What traits were you hearing about these people and their dreams? 

 

23. What traits were you hearing about these people and their dreams? 

 

24. Personal Assessment (to be completed before the meeting): 

CLAIMING YOUR DREAM 

To help you think about what your dream may be, reflect on these questions and make notes below. Then, 

write your dream statement at the bottom of the page. 

1. When have you been engaged in something where you felt everything was right and that you were exactly 

where you needed to be and doing what you most needed to do? What was it? What in particular made it 

feel that way? 

2. If you had no other responsibilities, access to all the resources you would need, and success was 

guaranteed, what would you be doing for God?  

Why? 

Stop and pray for a few minutes. Thank God for the visions brought to your heart and mind. Then, proceed 

with this last question. 

3. Considering the fullness of your responses, what do you claim as your dream? What makes this dream 

unique to you? 


