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Session 6 Questions 

John 8:1-59 
 

1. There’s an old saying, “Sticks and stones can break your bones, but names can never 

hurt you.” It’s wrong. Names can hurt; names can break a spirit; names can kill.” 

Think about a time or times when you were insulted or called a hurtful name. What 

did you think and feel? What did you do in response? 

 

2. Think of a time you insulted or called someone else a hurtful name. Why did you do 

so? What, if anything, did you do (or might you still do) to try and make amends?  

 

• John 5:16-18 - As a result, the Jewish leaders were harassing Jesus, since he had 

done these things on the Sabbath. 17 Jesus replied, “My Father is still working, and I 

am working too.” 18 For this reason the Jewish leaders wanted even more to kill 

him—not only because he was doing away with the Sabbath but also because he 

called God his own Father, thereby making himself equal with God. 

 

• John 18:33-36 - Pilate went back into the palace. He summoned Jesus and asked, 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or 

have others spoken to you about me?” 35 Pilate responded, “I’m not a Jew, am I? 

Your nation and its chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36 

Jesus replied, “My kingdom doesn’t originate from this world. If it did, my guards 

would fight so that I wouldn’t have been arrested by the Jewish leaders. My kingdom 

isn’t from here.” 

 

• John 19:5-12 - When Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe, Pilate said to them, “Here’s the man.” 6 When the chief priests and their 

deputies saw him, they shouted out, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate told them, “You take 

him and crucify him. I don’t find any grounds for a charge against him.” 7 The 

Jewish leaders replied, “We have a Law, and according to this Law he ought to die 

because he made himself out to be God’s Son.”  

 



8 When Pilate heard this word, he was even more afraid. 9 He went back into the 

residence and spoke to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus didn’t answer. 10 So 

Pilate said, “You won’t speak to me? Don’t you know that I have authority to release 

you and also to crucify you?” 11 Jesus replied, “You would have no authority over 

me if it had not been given to you from above. That’s why the one who handed me 

over to you has the greater sin.” 12 From that moment on, Pilate wanted to release 

Jesus. However, the Jewish leaders cried out, saying, “If you release this man, you 

aren’t a friend of the emperor! Anyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes 

the emperor!” 

 

3. How do these passages characterize Ioudaioi (I-yoo-day-oy; “The Jews”)? 

 

4. Would someone who knew nothing about Jesus be able to tell from these passages 

that Jesus was a Jew? Why or why not? 

 

5. AJ notes alternate translations for Ioudaioi (such as “Jewish leaders” or “Judeans”). 

Do you think these alternatives are helpful? 

 

6. AJ writes that most Christians she knows “do not hate Jews and do not read their 

Bibles in a consciously anti-Jewish way. The problem is that Jew-hatred … has 

become so normalized that people often don’t even hear it.”  What can and must 

churches and individual Christians do to avoid reading John or any Scripture in a 

way that, consciously or not, encourages hatred toward or violence against Jews? 

 

• John 8:31-53 - Jesus said to the Jews who believed in him, “You are truly my 

disciples if you remain faithful to my teaching. 32 Then you will know the truth, and 

the truth will set you free.”  

 

33 They responded, “We are Abraham’s children; we’ve never been anyone’s slaves. 

How can you say that we will be set free?” 

 

34 Jesus answered, “I assure you that everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 A slave 

isn’t a permanent member of the household, but a son is. 36 Therefore, if the Son 

makes you free, you really will be free. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s children, 

yet you want to kill me because you don’t welcome my teaching. 38 I’m telling you 

what I’ve seen when I am with the Father, but you are doing what you’ve heard from 

your father.” 



 

39 They replied, “Our father is Abraham.” 

 

Jesus responded, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do Abraham’s works. 

40 Instead, you want to kill me, though I am the one who has spoken the truth I 

heard from God. Abraham didn’t do this. 41 You are doing your father’s works.” 

 

They said, “Our ancestry isn’t in question! The only Father we have is God!” 

 

42 Jesus replied, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from 

God. Here I am. I haven’t come on my own. God sent me. 43 Why don’t you 

understand what I’m saying? It’s because you can’t really hear my words. 44 Your 

father is the devil. You are his children, and you want to do what your father wants. 

He was a murderer from the beginning. He has never stood for the truth, because 

there’s no truth in him. Whenever that liar speaks, he speaks according to his own 

nature, because he’s a liar and the father of liars. 45 Because I speak the truth, you 

don’t believe me. 46 Who among you can show I’m guilty of sin? Since I speak the 

truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 God’s children listen to God’s words. You don’t 

listen to me because you aren’t God’s children.” 

 

48 The Jewish opposition answered, “We were right to say that you are a Samaritan 

and have a demon, weren’t we?” 

 

49 “I don’t have a demon,” Jesus replied. “But I honor my Father and you dishonor 

me. 50 I’m not trying to bring glory to myself. There’s one who is seeking to glorify 

me, and he’s the judge. 51 I assure you that whoever keeps my word will never die.” 

 

52 The Jewish opposition said to Jesus, “Now we know that you have a demon. 

Abraham and the prophets died, yet you say, ‘Whoever keeps my word will never 

die.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died and the prophets died, so 

who do you make yourself out to be?” 

 

7. Jesus calls the Ioudaioi the devil’s children (verse 44). Since “children bear the traits 

of their parents,” writes AJ, the comment means “if one is a child of Satan, one is … 

predisposed to do evil.” How do you understand Jesus’ words? How do you think 

John would react if he knew these words have been used to justify centuries of hatred 



against all Jews? 

 

8. Have you ever said something in a heated argument with a family member that you 

would never want used against them outside of the family? How might such a 

situation be like Jesus’ argument with some of his fellow Jews in this passage? 

 

9. Insults in Scripture can sometimes be “prophetic rhetoric,” notes AJ: “The prophetic 

rhetoric, which can be very harsh, is still within the family, and it is clearly meant to 

bring people back from sin.” Do you think Jesus’ insult to the Ioudaioi here qualifies 

as prophetic rhetoric? Why or why not? 

 

10. AJ observes Jesus’ discussion with the Ioudaioi involves predestination: “there is no 

hope” for the Ioudaioi. AJ states she does not believe faith is a choice: “As I 

understand it, faith is something to which one is called – a vocation – and not the 

conclusion of a logical argument.” Do you agree? Why or why not? Did you make a 

choice to believe in Jesus or have you always done so? If you made a choice, on 

what was that choice based? Did you feel “called” in a way? 

 

11. AJ points out that, in the first century, the message Jesus’ followers preached about 

their crucified Lord, whom Gentiles should worship instead of worshipping the local 

gods, “would have put other Jews in danger”: the local Gentiles would have found 

such disrespect of their gods, shown by fellow Gentiles, to be tantamount to being a 

traitor to one’s city and to the Roman Empire. How might this historical background 

to John’s Gospel help us understand the conflict between Jesus and the Ioudaioi in 

such passages as this one? 


